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By the time you read this, our Tenth Reunion will be just around the corner. I’m really looking forward to it, and hope each and every one of you will be joining us in Chicago. As you read this column, you’ll see that several of our classmates have very good reasons they can’t make it…
Andy Rotenberg provided a wedding report. Andy married a lovely woman named Ruth, a doctor who hails from England, on August 15, 2004 in London. Lindsey and Scott Toban, Spencer and Dan Baker, Dan McGuire and Anastasia Katinas, Jon Lerner and Keith Sharfman ‘97 all were in attendance. The wedding was Sephardi orthodox and was officiated by Dayan Dr Pinchas Toledano.  Andy and Ruth honeymooned in Mauritius and Réunion.
Mike Frankel dropped a line to say that his latest book will be out soon. It’s called Mergers and Acquisitions Basics and will be published by John Wiley & Sons.  Mike says it's already on Amazon, and he’s “hoping lots of [his] classmates buy it for their first year associates.” Mike reports that Randy Lewis is now happily married and still living in Salt Lake City.  Mike and Charles Torres will also be doing some skiing this winter.

 

After three years in Dubai, Scott Gaille and his family recently returned to Houston, where Scott accepted a new position with Occidental Petroleum focusing on business development activities in Africa and South America.  He reports that Sharin and their daughters (Anneysa, 7 and Morgan, 6) are “happy to be back in close proximity to family and all things American.”  In another move, Sarah (Ekdahl) Lapsen moved to Seattle in August of 2004. Sarah reports that she and her family, which includes Elle, age 4, are loving the mountains and ocean. 
Congratulations to Jesse Ruiz, who has been appointed Chairman of the Illinois State Board of Education! And Steve Newman has been elected to the partnership of Stroock &Stroock & Lavan LLP, where he practice in the firm's Los Angeles office, in the Financial Services Litigation practice group.  Steve says, “My wife (Karen) and our dog (Snoopy) still very much like living in Santa Monica.” Congratulations!

Greg Coules reports that he and his wife Danielle are “still pretty much the same since last time.”  They're in the process of buying a co-op apartment in the Upper East Side in NYC.  Greg says, “Being from Indiana the entire Co-op process is very strange to me and, frankly, a bit un-American (bet Jon Lerner would agree), but, when in Rome I guess.”  Greg is still at Metropolitan Capital, an event driven hedge fund, and is looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion in May.

Joe Klauke is still enjoying the in-house lifestyle.  He gets to coach his sons' basketball teams! In a scary blast from the past, Joe says, “I know it's reunion time because Henry will be 10 this spring, and he was just born when we graduated.” Had the pleasure of seeing Donna Cote at the Law School this fall. Donna is finishing up business school at Kellogg and stopped by to hear a Richard Epstein talk. Just like old times!
Susan Epstein wrote a nice long update – she’s living in Santa Barbara with husband Steve and two kids (Chloe, age 6, and Leo, age 3).  Susan says, “Some days I call myself a stay-at-home mom, but I fit in a lot of work too and feel very privileged to have both so fully in my life.” Susan was the top vote-getter by a wide margin among five candidates in a surprisingly intense race for her local school board this past November.  Prior to the election she got involved with local and national politics by founding the Santa Barbara Bill of Rights Defense Committee - a multi-partisan coalition of fifty organizations that worked together in 2003 to pass a City resolution protecting civil liberties in light of the "Patriot" Act.  Then she formed the California Bill of Rights Defense Committee-- a coalition of statewide groups-- to consider lobbying for a similar State resolution or ballot initiative.  Susan also became involved with Howard Dean's presidential campaign - she was within five feet of Governor Dean during his famous "scream" speech! She attended the 2004 Democratic National Convention in Boston with press credentials through a local newspaper and wrote daily articles from the Fleet Center on a political blog read by thousands of people daily.  Despite her partisan year, she was endorsed by all the leading local Republicans as well as Democrats in her school board race and has considered writing a book. As if that weren’t enough, she just joined a local hiking team, and has been doing yoga regularly for four years. Susan also reports that she “really enjoys parenting.  I discovered tonight that my kindergarten-age daughter was hiding her brand-new writing skills.  Inside a coloring book, she had scribbled about fifty words with some very creative spelling such as "bdrfli" for butterfly.  My three-year old son is just starting to develop his negotiation skills, and it's always fun to guess whether either of them will decide to be a lawyer.”
Robert Pfeffer reports that he is now a litigator with the Jackson, Mississippi office of the New Orleans based firm, Phelps Dunbar.  His practice consists of appellate, commercial and constitutional litigation, as well as some death penalty work.  Robert reports, “I took this position after receiving a Masters Degree from Oxford University in 2003.  Oxford has offered me admission as a Ph.D. candidate but I am not sure whether or not I will pursue that route.  I also continue to participate in other endeavors as time allows.  In particular, I continue to be involved in acting and musical pursuits.  I was recently in a TV commercial that was to run in the Cincinnati area.  I also continue to be active on the songwriting front and will record a CD if I ever get the time.  In the meantime, I continue to make the occasional live performance, although that has dropped off lately given my workload.” Whew!
 

Lisa Ginderske Donohoe now has two boys, Patrick (born June of 2002) and William (August of 2003) and, Lisa says, “needless to say they are keeping [her] busy.”  Lisa is still at Merrill Lynch and in NY. Mary-Rose Papandrea is now living in Boston and teaching constitutional law and civil procedure at Boston College Law School. 

Ashley Hall Roberts reports that her “career is AWESOME -- no longer in law, of course. Since 2000 I have since completed seminary (Summa Cum Laude, praise God) and have been working that past year and a half at Willow Creek Community Church in South Barrington.  I am the Director of Small Group Leadership Development and am having a BLAST!  It is great to love what you do, to believe in what you do and investing in things that matter to you.  So I am very grateful. Ty and I currently live in Glenview ... but are considering another move closer to the church.”
John Eastman and his family spent ten days in Scotland last summer scoping out law schools for a possible Chapman summer abroad program.  John says he “managed to get in some golf at St. Andrews (where I hit my first hole-in-one!).  Also rode horses on the Isle of Skye.” John is in his sixth year of teaching at Chapman, has his first oral argument before the Supreme Court on March 21, and played to a second-place tie finish in the annual Chapman charity golf tournament with his 9-year-old daughter Christina.
In January, Ina Bort became the first woman partner at Kornstein Veisz Wexler & Pollard, LLP in Manhattan. The firm specializes in commercial litigation involving corporate and individual clients, and Ina also handles matrimonial litigation, trusts and estates litigation, representation of non-profit corporations in litigation concerning charitable pledges, and general commercial cases. Susan Rodriguez is now Senior Counsel with Cingular Wireless.  She and her husband Paul (JD '94) have 3 children, Nicholas, age 6, Elena, age 3 and Sofia, age 1and live in Barrington, IL. 

Karl Huish, like so many of us, says he’s finding it hard to believe that nearly 10 years has elapsed. Karl has four daughters with ages ranging from twelve down to four.  Karl has moved away from the practice of law and now is a principal of a small company with a dozen employees that form and manage captive insurance companies.  Karl says, “we wish the best for each of you in the Class of 95.”  
And of course, this column wouldn’t be complete without baby news. Mike Connors now has four children, with the arrival Mary Frances Amelia, on February 23, 2004. Mike reports that “she’s not a great sleeper yet, but she’s a great hug and appears to like me.  The other munchkins are growing like weeds and doing great.  Patrick is 8; Johnny, 6; and Katie, 4. Other news, we are moving into the house in which I grew up and which has been in our family for 35 years. Lots of work rehabbing, but it is looking great.”
Susan Hanaway Frohling had twins in May 2004 - Jack and Kate. Her son Will is now two. She and husband Daniel have moved to Winnetka, which she says “is very nice and conveniently located about 5 miles from Kraft, where I continue to work full time as Senior Trademark Counsel. I still love the job at Kraft, and am having fun working with Joe Klauke, who was not only in our class but in my section first year!”
Del Kolde is one of the ones with a good excuse for missing the Reunion – he’s expecting his second baby in March. Del was also promoted to Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in December. Del’s former housemate Tom Hiscott is having a baby even closer to Reunion – his wife Michelle is due May 9th (my birthday!). Tom and Michelle recently bought a house and are currently trying very hard to renovate it before
the baby arrives.  Tom continues to practice trusts & estates law at Heckscher, Teillon, Terrill & Sager in suburban Philadelphia, and for the past two years has taught Estate Planning II as an adjunct professor at Temple University Law School.

John and Julie Cox welcomed Emma Elizabeth Cox on September 23, 2004 (9 lbs, 5 ounces).  She joins Matthew (age 4) and Katie (age 2) at home. Vicki and Jeff Shapiro welcomed their second daughter, Juliette Rose Shapiro, on January 28, 2005 at 2:34 p.m.  She was 7 lbs, 8 oz, 20 inches.  Everyone is home, happy and healthy. 
Dan Hulme and his wife, Kat, welcomed their second daughter on July 16, 2004. Her name is Alexia Mae and mom and baby (and dad, of course) are doing very well! Katie and Wayne Yu are proud new parents! Wayne writes, “Katie and I are thrilled to announce the arrival of Brandon Kai-Bin Yu, born October 20th, 7 lbs and 6 oz, 20-1/2 inches. Mother and baby (and father) are all doing fine.”
Adam Gross and Dan Baker are both now completely gender-outnumbered in their homes.... Adam and his wife Mia welcomed Miriam (to be called Mollie) into their lives on October 29. She was 8 lbs 3 oz. Mia and Mollie are both doing well, and big sister Rebecca is, as Adam says “a near-perfect and often hilarious big sister.” Dan and Spencer Baker have even more estrogen, having added another daughter to join Brooke and Paige. Cora Marbury Baker was born October 15, 2004, 6 lbs, 1 ounce, 20 inches long.

And for once, I have something to report. On January 12, 2005, my husband Brian and I welcomed our first child, a baby boy who we are calling Rafi. Rafi’s full name is Richard Joshua Nagorsky (Rafi is short for his Hebrew name, Rafael), and he weighed in at 8 lbs, 8 oz, and was 19.25 inches long. If you’d like to see photos or keep up with our goings-on, check our Rafi’s blog at http://nagorsky.typepad.com/. We’re absolutely thrilled, although a little tired. 
And that’s all the news from the class of 1995. I am very excited for our upcoming reunion and really hope to see you all there. Please drop me a line any time – as always, I love hearing your news!
