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Greetings! It was so wonderful to see so many of you at the Reunion in May. We had excellent attendance, and if it weren’t for the fact that so many of you had other wonderful things happening in your life at the same time, turnout would have been even better. I hope we’ll make a tradition of having well-attended reunions! So far, no one looks all that different, and you can check for yourself by looking at the photos on the new class website at http://nagorsky.typepad.com/chicago_law_class_of_95/. We’ve moved to a new blog-like format. Please visit often, send me lots of info for it, and leave comments. Hope you enjoy it! Now on to the news!
As always, there’s a Class of 1995 baby boom. Congratulations to Aparna Sule who, together with her husband Raj, welcomed her first child, a baby girl named  Anika Sule Iyer.  She was born at 9:04 AM on Thursday, July 14 at 21 inches and 8.5 lbs. Aparna caught me up on her life more generally - she's still living in NYC, still at Skadden as counsel in the Banking group.  She and Raj spent a few years in Philadelphia while Raj was at Wharton, then moved back to New York. Aparna says, "The fun part of it was that we were both able to take 4 months off before and 2 months off after to go globetrotting to lots of interesting places (China, Africa, Patagonia, Russia, Uzbekistan etc.) - now between terrorism at tourist sites and the baby we are grounded!" Joel Wiginton and his wife Brenda had a baby girl, Lilliana, in May. Joel is at Sony doing serious work with their lobbying effort. 

Brogan Sullivan and his wife Lara had baby # 4 on March 11, 2005, a boy named Frederick Lewis -- they call him Fritz. George Lin and his wife Ann had their third daughter, Darcy, on June 12, 2005 at 1:19am, weighing 8 lbs, 6 ounces, and measuring 21 inches long! Darcy’s big sisters are Jewels and Emma.

Matt Schantz and his wife Jeri welcomed their second son on December 17, 2004. His name is Isaac and he joins big brother Eli who is almost six years old. Kim Rubel and John Marchese had a baby right before Reunion, although I don’t have details. Doug Martin and his wife, Mireya '97, welcomed Nicholas Andrew at 6:07 am on Wednesday, April 6, 2005. He weighed 7 lbs 8 oz and was 19 in long.  Jeff Miller is now chief counsel to Senator Herb Kohl (D-WI) on the Judiciary Committee. (And Jeff, there’s a rumor that there may be other good news, so send it for the next issue, will you?) 
Still plenty of wedding news to go around. For example, Vesper Mei is engaged! His name is Mark, and the wedding will take place this fall in New York. Randy Lewis got married on November 13th, and he and his wife live in Denver.

In work-related news, Jim Benison recently received the “Outstanding Advocate Award” for his work upholding crime victims’ rights. Jim is still a prosecutor in Grand Rapids, MI. You can see a photo of the presentation ceremony here (that's Jim's son, Jonathan, in the background in the white shirt and tie). Greg Andres was named to the National Law Journal's "40 Under 40" list this year. Several classmates are firmly ensconced in academia. Salil (Kumar) Mehra received tenure at Temple University Law School. Robert Pfeffer will become a Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Mississippi ("Ole Miss") School of Law this fall. 
John Eastman writes: "Big news this year - I argued my first case before the Supreme Court, and won, 7-2.  Decision was handed down the last day of the term.  Castle Rock v. Gonzales. Elizabeth and the kids joined me this summer for a month's teaching assignment at the University of Durham.  I taught a new course I designed - History of the Law of Nations.  We also managed to get in 4 Shakespeare plays and visits to several Harry Potter filming locations, so I guess we can call this our "William and Harry" trip!"

Erika Dillon had two exciting pieces of career news to share. First, Erika has, along with John Cox, been named to the Chicago Law Bulletin's "40 Under Forty: 40 Illinois Attorneys Under Forty to Watch" list for 2005! Our class has been represented on this list before, so I figure we'll just keep rotating classmates onto the list. In addition, Erika will be changing jobs in August 2005.  She's leaving her position as a partner at the law firm of Franczek Sullivan P.C. to become Senior Employment Counsel, Food & Beverage, at Sara Lee Corporation in Chicago. 
Doug Martin writes, "I am being mobilized with an Arizona National Guard artillery brigade.  In early September, we will be going to an Army bases for mobilization processing and Iraq specific training.  After two or three months, we will be deployed to Iraq and spend at least one year there.  I will be serving as the Command Judge Advocate for the brigade, essentially a jack of all legal trades (contracts, rule of engagement or use of force issues, law of war, treatment of prisoners, military justice, wills, etc.).  It is about the only legal job I can think of where going to the office in the morning entails donning body armor and a Kevlar helmet, and arming yourself with an M-16, a 9mm pistol and enough ammunition to take out a small farming community.  I will be taking a U of C penant with me to hang in my shelter, so the good ol' U of C will be well represented in the Iraqi desert.  If people want to send email to me, my address is douglas.p.martin (a) us.army.mil.  One thing though, once I get into the theatre of operations, I may not be able to answer a lot of email, based on the operations tempo and the satellite link."

Several people sent news who we haven’t heard from in a while… Gesine Albrecht was feeling nostalgic with all the Reunion mailings coming around and after a visit from Meg Keeley, sent this: "After 4 years with Cleary Gottlieb in New York, I moved to our Hong Kong office for a temporary assignment, and promptly met my husband, Wing Hin Chung. He is Chinese-German and is a friend of my brother's from Germany from way long ago. We married in 2002. Since then we've been on quite a rollercoaster. I had to have some medical treatment soon after we got married, which was very difficult, and soon after that (and this goes to show that good things can definitely come after bad), we had a daughter. Her name is Nina Philippa Wing-Yan Chung, and she was born May 22, 2004. She is the most amazing thing - probably as demanding as the clients I used to work with, but somehow more easily forgiven. The three of us are now happily living in Hong Kong. 
Haven't heard from Joe Mullin in a while, so it was a real treat to get this postcard: "Checking in for the first time since graduation. After 4.5 years at Sidley in Chicago, I moved home to Omaha, Nebraska to work in the First Data Corporation legal department concentrating on mergers and acquisitions. I got married in 2002 and my wife Lori and I have two children -- a 20 month old boy named Michael and a 3 month old girl named Jessica." 
Also got general updates from a bunch of people. Mark Davies and Rachel Laser checked in, saying "Hi from Mark, Rachel, Emily (7.5), Nicole (6) and Xander (3.5). We are still in DC, Mark at civil appellate at DOJ and Rachel, senior counsel at the National Women’s Center. The kids are a lot of fun and all being primed to someday continue the U of C law legacy (just joking!) We would love to hear from anyone passing through town."
Susannah Baruch sent an adorable photo of her kids, Daniel (age 4) and Jeremy (age 2) that you can see on the website, and followed up with her update:  "living in Washington DC, married to Seth Green, (yes, also a lawyer) since 1998, now working at The Genetics and Public Policy Center, a policy project at Johns Hopkins University. (www.DNApolicy.org)  Spending a lot of time pretending to know something about science and ethics, occasionally using law. It was great to see everyone at the reunion."

Tom LaWer dropped a line with lots of news. Tom says, "I married several years ago - January 2002 - to an attorney I met at work at Wilson Sonsini - Anne Sanchez.  We now have a 18 month old boy - Max (see photo) and are expecting our second child in September.  I am now a partner (or more correctly shareholder) at the law firm of Greenberg Traurig.  In true Silicon Valley fashion, I helped open up their Silicon Valley office.  It has been fun and the firm is now a great mix of small (our office now has about 30 attorneys) and large - the firm has about 1,400 attorneys.  I am still practicing in the area of executive compensation and employee benefits.  Not sure anymore how I chose that area of expertise, but it has worked out well. With the impending birth of #2, we had to move out of our very little cottage into what in the rest of the country would be considered a normal house, but for us is a mansion.  We did everything in record time - 6 weeks from starting to look for a new house to having sold our old house.  It was too bad that it came at the time of the reunion.   Hopefully, I will have better luck for the 15th."

Mike Frankel dropped a line to say, "Enjoyed seeing everyone at reunion (as well as my other UC reunions this year....yup 3 more).  I'm still doing deals at GE Capital and my new book just came out (you can see info about both books at - yes i'm a dork - www.michaelfrankel.net).  Couple of interesting stories of UC Law'ers working together - Charles Torres and Bob Kern '94 and I are working on a law book together - more info to come. And last but not least, our own Teresa Schiller was named as Clifford Chance's manager of pro bono and community programs last year and several friends attended a recent ceremony where she got an award from Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT) for her pro bono work in support of that organization."

Tiffanie DeLiberty forwarded the following update: "We (Richard, Olivia (4), Isadora (23 mos.) and Molly (dog)) moved to Santa Rosa, California last year. Santa Rosa is a small town about an hour north of San Francisco in Sonoma County. I work for Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates, Ltd. now and Richard is working with a small local firm. We have become wine country lawyers. We are having a ball. Living in Sonoma County is like being on vacation all the time - its beautiful, lot's of outdoor activities, and lots of wine (greatly discounted for members in the wine industry). We see Rob Mahnke, Kristen Sunkes and their two boys, Henry (4) and William (2) about every other weekend. They come up a lot to spend the weekend and we stay with them in Berkeley."

I'm sorry to have to end this on a sad note. As most of you know by now, Brett Bakke passed away February 9, 2005. Brett was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis and is survived by his wife Cyndi, and four children - Aristotle Lund (9), Torin Alexander (7), Eowyn Margaret (5), and Rowena Dorthyan (3). As most of you know, Brett transferred to the Law School his second year from George Mason Law. He had practiced at Kirkland since graduation and made partner in 2002. Brett was an avid reader and game player, and a devoted father. He created and led a number of theater and role-playing games. His other hobbies included volleyball, fantasy football, foosball, skiing, and coaching and watching youth sports. If you would like information about how to contact Cyndi and where to send donations in Brett’s name please contact me. I know I speak for the class when I say that the prayers and best wishes of all of us are with Brett’s family. He will be missed. 
It’s hard to believe it’s been ten years since we graduated. Spending my days at the Law School as I do, I often think I see one of you sitting in the Green Lounge or at a library carrel. When Susan (Hanaway) Frohling unexpectedly showed up in my office last week, it seemed completely normal to have her walk in here! I do hope you’ll stop by and see me when you’re in town, and keep me posted on all the exciting things you’re doing. Stay well and happy! 
