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I've run out of pithy ways to start this column (assuming any of them were pithy to start with)! Basically, I can't believe how long I've been doing this, and how much I still enjoy it. As someone used to say, keep those cards and letters coming!

Goin' to the chapel and we're gonna get ma-a-a-rried

I guess we're all getting old – there's been a lot more baby news than wedding news in the last few years! But I always love to hear about the weddings…. Tom Hiscott has had a long absence from this column, but now reports that last September 14th, he married Michelle Schuld. Tom says, "Michelle and I met in the summer of 2000 at a party hosted by mutual friends. The hosts and all of the other guests couldn't reach their apartment because they were stuck behind a traffic accident. Michelle and I spent an hour together outside their apartment waiting for everyone to arrive, and the rest in history. We were married in Radnor, Pennsylvania and live in Lansdowne, Pennsylvania (just south of Philadelphia). Barry McDonald was a groomsman. For our honeymoon we spent two weeks in London and Paris."….. Maria (Pellegrino) Rivera reported that Jeff Miller is engaged to Allison Shapiro -- the wedding is going to be in November in Montreal, where Ali is from. Maria says “they are a very cute couple!”

Brian Bussey gave me this update for Steve Tsai: “He has just taken a job with a boutique investment bank/VC firm in Hong Kong called FB Gemini and will be moving there from NYC shortly. Much more importantly, he finally proposed to his long-time companion, Kate Gace. Word is that he proposed right after midnight on Valentine's Day on the Brooklyn Bridge. Kate is joining Ogilvy in Taipei, and will be moving there shortly. It's about an hour by plane -- all so very East Coast (except instead of NYC-DC, it is the much more exotic HK-Taipei commute)."

Baby, baby

These are, to the best of my knowledge, in order of birth, not importance! Photos of several of these cuties are available on the webpage. 

On February 25th at 6:19pm, Carol and Brian Bussey welcomed a happy and healthy Hamilton John Arnett Bussey,  8 pounds, 6 ounces and 21.25 inches long. Hamilton John Arnett is a family name on Brian's paternal grandmother's side, going back four generations……Susan Hanaway Frohling wrote to say that she is now back at work after 5 months of maternity leave.  She says “Little Will is cute as button and it's been lots of fun.”…..Vicki and Jeff Shapiro welcomed first baby Isabelle Ann on April 11, 2003. She was 7 lbs and 21 inches long (tall like her Daddy).

Del Kolde reported in from Washington State, where he and his wife Shirley welcomed Sebastian Kolde on April 24, 2003. Del recently finished his paternity leave and is  now in the Employment Labor Group of the Civil Division at the King County Prosecutor's Office….. Carolyn Shapiro and Josh have another son, named Gabriel Reuben Karsh, born on April 27, 2003, one day after his big brother's third birthday….. Greg Andres reported that in May he and his wife, Ronnie, had beautiful baby girl named Dylan. To date, he says, everyone is doing well. Greg is still at the U.S. Attorney's Office prosecuting organized crime cases.

Alessandra and Bjarne Tellman had their first baby. Bjarne says “Our very first child, Mia Elin Tellmann, arrived safely in this world at the Rudolfinerhaus Hospital in Vienna at 8:30 AM on Saturday, May 17, 2003. She is a cute little girl who weighed in at 2,830 grams. She is 46 centimeters long. Given her voracious appetite, we expect her to grow quickly. Mother (Alessandra) and daughter are both well and resting in hospital after an exhausting but amazing weekend for them both (and for me).”…..Tiffanie (Cason) De Liberty and husband Richard have a new baby girl! Isadora Rose De Liberty was born on June 23, 2003, at 6:17 a.m. She weighed just under 9 pounds and measured 22 inches long. Isadora, Mom, Dad, and her big sister, Olivia, are all doing very well. 

And finally, Jon Lerner reports: “My first-born starts kindergarten next month. I guess when one leaves the nest, it’s time to hatch another, so we’re expecting baby number three in January. Just means I’ll have to work harder to feed the growing gaggle, but fortunately, the political campaign business continues to go well." Congratulations to all!

Career Corner

Carolyn Shapiro is starting a new job - this school year she will be a visiting associate professor of law at Chicago-Kent College of Law.  Sarah (Haiby) and Salil (Kumar) Mehra report they have returned from Japan, Sarah loves her new job, and Salil got promoted to Associate Professor!

Sal Rivera has been promoted to shareholder at Fennemore Craig…… Bruce Parsons has joined Burr & Foreman in Birmingham as a partner. He’ll be focusing on M&A, VC financing, IP and related corporate transactions. …..As of January 1st, Tom Hiscott became a partner at Heckscher, Teillon, Terrill & Sager. Tom says, "We are a trusts & estates boutique, although with 13 lawyers we probably have more lawyers practicing trust & estate law than any firm in Pennsylvania. In addition to estate and tax planning and trust and estate administration our practice includes quite a bit of trust and estate litigation, which is always interesting (and includes such juicy topics as second spouses, illegitimate children, the rule against perpetuities and contingent reversions).”

Dietmar Exler wrote that he was promoted in November to Vice President of Chrysler Brands MArketing at Daimler-Chrysler Financial. His wife, Jill, is thrilled that after 4 moves in 5 years, it looks like they’re staying in one place for a while…..Ina Bort writes that she’s still at her same firm in Manhattan, focusing on commercial litigation. She just completed her first solo jury trial! She’s still writing book reviews, and now they’re all up on her very own site, instead of this less-than-up-to-date one. 

The Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois gave Jesse Ruiz the 2003 'Aguila' Award for community service on March 20. Jesse was also named to Chicago Lawyer’s “40 under 40” list!…. Lisa Noller has been getting a lot of press on a big case she’s working on at the US Attorney’s office involving alleged fraud in the organ transplant business. Lisa (no stranger to the cameras) appeared on nearly every news broadcast in the Chicago area on Monday night, July 28. Sadly, I missed it, but I hear it was pretty neat! 
Jeff Shapiro has left the practice of law and is now running his own business. They sell souped-up TiVo machines and have been getting great press…….. Steve Newman has joined the financial services litigation group of Stroock's Los Angeles office. He says “Our guest room is available to anyone who happens to be in the neighborhood.”

Other news and general updates:

This time around, I got a bunch of "just wanted to update you on my life" emails that didn't fall into any particular category. These are my favorite kind, so keep them coming!

Maria and Sal Rivera provided a detailed update. They now have two children – Graciela, who turned 2 in February and Jacob, who turned 1 in June. Maria says "they are both wonderful, happy children. I am still with Kirkland, I made non-share partner in 2001 and am working from home now, which is great for me and the kids. Sal is still with Fennemore --he made equity partner in 2002. I will also brag a little bit (since he won't) about his other accomplishments in the last year -- he was recently named an up and coming community leader in an Arizona Business Magazine, he was asked to be and will be serving as President of Los Abogados (a Latino lawyers association) and as President of the Board of the Phoenix Boys Choir, in addition to serving on several other community organization boards. Finally, coming a long way from the Law School Talent show band -- he regularly plays drums with a local band who will soon be releasing their second CD.” Whew!

Stan Pierre-Louis and his wife Natalie have purchased their first home.in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood in Washington, DC. Stan says it “lies just north of Adams Morgan between the National Zoo and the 16th Street corridor. Our neighbors tell us that if you keep your windows open overnight, you can hear elephants heralding the morning sun. Can't wait to join the chorus!”….. Erika Dillon, a partner at Franczek Sullivan P.C. in Chicago, has been chosen as a member of the Leadership Greater Chicago Fellows Class of 2004. While continuing her legal practice, Erika will participate in LGC's 10-month program fostering leadership in community and civic organizations.

Kortney Kloppe-Orton says she’s now working at Pipkin Oliver & Bradley, a small mostly commercial litigation firm in San Antonio. She and Guy bought an older house outside the city that they’re spending a lot of time working on, and the house has nearly 2 acres of land with it! Kortney said “We have a new cat (#4), who came with the house, and is named Squatter for his relationship to the house, not for his potty habits.” Kortney also reported that Ashley Hall Roberts is nearly done with seminary!

Mike Frankel is still enjoying his sabbatical from work and making the best of his time off. He says, “In the last few months I’ve done a road-trip through the south, wandering down to Key West and over to the Gulf of Mexico and Jazz Fest in New Orleans (where I met up with Teresa Schiller and some other friends). I then went down to La Grange, Georgia for the Jimmy Carter Work Project for Habitat for Humanity and spent a week building houses in what they call a “blitz build.” And yes, Jimmy showed up and did some work with us. Then it was off to France for a week and now a trip to Northern California. In between all the trips, I’ve been working on a book about M&A which I hope to publish this fall.”

Brogan Sullivan let me know that his daughter Madeleine (who is now 9 years old!) just finished a run in the children's chorus in a local production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Brogan says, “It was a great production, and she had so much fun (and if I may say so myself, she has a very strong and clear voice). I'd never seen Joseph before, but now I've now seen it five times, and just love it.”….. Jeri and Matt Schantz are enjoying life with their son, Eli, who is four years old now. Matt is in his third year as a partner with the century-old intellectual property firm of Woodard, Emhardt, Moriarty, McNett & Henry LLP, practicing primarily in patent prosecution.

Ford Worthy, who may never have contributed something to this column before, checked in with this: “My family and I enjoy living in Chapel Hill, and would welcome a chance to show it off to visiting classmates. Allison is very involved on many different levels with the public school system here; Alexander has just turned into a teenager and begins eighth grade next week; in just a few years, I hope to be reporting that you have a classmate (me) who has a kid in college (Alexander)! Meanwhile, Sophie is now a kindergartner. I'm a partner at A. M. Pappas & Associates, the life science venture capital firm I joined nearly seven years ago. We now have about $175 million under management and are currently raising our next fund.”

It’s been a long time since we got news from Lori Singer, so I’ll let her tell it in her own words: “I got married on January 19, 2003 to Eugene B. Meyer, President of the Federalist Society. I also just finished a year long clerkship with the Federal District Court of Utah in Salt Lake City. I rediscovered my love of skiing out in Salt Lake; unfortunately, on powder weekends my husband would not see very much of me even if he was visiting from Washington, D.C., where I have just returned, and which we call home. She doth protest too much that she wants to do nothing political in the city of Washington, and I have become the informal "mother hen" of the Federalist Society. This involves taking care of all the chickens that have come to roost in our little organization, and hostessing huge events with up to a thousand people in attendance. So much for keeping a low profile. I'm still trying to determine what my views are on many issues, however, which not many people would believe as I now MUST be a RIGHT WING IDEOLOGUE, ensconced within the Kabal.”

John Eastman has just received tenure and a promotion to Full Professor at Chapman University School of Law. John says, “I continue to have an active Supreme Court practice, but went 1 for 2 this year (in the Michigan cases). And most recently, I (and the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence, which I direct) was retained to represent several Nevada legislators and taxpayers challenging the Nevada Supreme Court's ruling that the Legislature should ignore the state constitution's 2/3 vote requirement for raising taxes. Ben and Christina (remember them -- born while we were in law school) are 10 and 8, respectively. Ben is active in Cub Scouts and Catholic Little League, plays trumpet and piano, and wants to be the first person to land on the moon! Christina has starred in her school plays two years in a row -- first as Mrs. Mallard in Make Way for Ducklings, and then this past year as Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz. She also continues to burn up the keys on the piano, and now the strings on the violin as well.” 

Joe Klauke recently returned from two-weeks in Peru! He says, “what a trip! The exotic flora and fauna of the rainforest were brilliant, the rugged landscape of the Andes was impressive and the ruins of the long-abandoned Incan cities were mysterious and powerful. The people were wonderful, too. I hiked the Inca trail (pretty rugged) 4 days, arriving at Machu Picchu (the lost city of the Incas) -- an incredible sight. Amazing experience (even though I was sick as a dog the last 3 days -- must have eaten something bad). I highly recommend it.”

And so ends another column. Please keep writing, and send photos too! And don't forget to check the website! 

